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REPUDIATION.

Our Democratic .Legislature is fullv de
termined to repudiuteji 'part of our State
debt. Our stieii uli nuhlishod- - Vosloidavt t -

morning informs us that the lf)1 bonds, of
Hie Mineral Home Railroad were declared
mill and void. But to break the force of
the disgraceful partiah act, the Senate
adds a provision giving to the holder the
right to sue in court. But suppose they
should sue and recover, how could they
enforce the collection of their judgment'.'
An Assembly mean enough to repudiate
the written promises of (lie .State to pay,
would he mean enough to refuse to provide
for the satisfaction of any judgments that
might be recovered. The provision giving
the holders the right to sue Is a solemn
mockery, and only add to the turpitude of
the act. The bondholders are flint rold
that, as a State, we refuse to abide by our
written obligations, and then, "make us
pay if you can." Innocent holders of our
bonds are to bo compelled to go to the ex-

pense and trouble of asserting their rights
in court, and then to tint! that they have
judgments which cannot be collected.

We do not know, but itlooksjvery much
to us as though the New York World was
right in characterizing some of our legis-

lators as "tools" .of the Wall street bro-

kers. Whether they are "tools" or not,
they are not reflecting any honor upon our
State, and the sooner they are supplanted
by intelligent and honest men, the better
it will be for our people and the country
generally.

UNFAIR TO EAST TENNESSEE.

The gerrymandering of the General ly

lias not been confined to redisrict-
ing the Judicial Circuits of the State. Our
high-minde- d ('.' legislators have been
bu-yin- tr their bruins lately in trying to re-

construct the Chancery Divisions, of East
Tennessee, so a to secure partisan Chan-
cellors, and particularly to defeat our able
Chancellor, Hon. O. P. Temple. By this
new electioneering legislation, the State is
divided into twelve Chancery Divisions.
Thirty-flv- e counties, including all of East
Tennes-ee- , are divided into two divisions,
while the remainder of Middle and all of
West Tennessee are divided Into iie di-

visions. This division the second is
composed of the counties of Knox, Sovior,
Campbell, Union, Roane, Monroe, Blount,
Scott, Morgan, Fentrt tm and Christiana.
The ht- -t four are counties added to the di-

vision. Now, let us compare this division
witli some over in that paradise of unterri-fle- d

Democracy West Tenne-.-e- e. The
oouuty of Shelby, in which is situated the
city of Memphis, has two Chancellor and
two Chancery Court". The twlve counties
above named have oir Chancellor. Knox
eounty, with its very large Chaucery busi-
ness, is equal to two counties, for Chancel-
lor Temple holds four, courts here every
year, while in the other counties he holds
but two. Shelby county !, of course, a
large county, and aflbrds a very large busi
ness to be settled in the Chancery Courts,
but tho busine-- s in not by any means as
great as the business of the twelve counties
in this division. We do not suppose the
business there transacted U twice greater
than the busineni. in Knox county. But
look at the unfair manner in which this
labor is divided. Chancellor Temple, in
order t attend courts in the twelve conn
ties twice a year, must travel by private
conveyance about twelre hundred, and bv
public conveyance about soven hundred
miles every year. In addition to traveling
this distance he holds twontv-si- x courts
every year, twonty-tw- o of which are held
away from home. These courts, including
the time going and returning, average
nearly one week, and are attended with
expenses, outside of traveling expenses, of
nooin two tioiiars per day. While the two
Chancellors at Memphis are holding their
courts about one-hal- f, or say three-fourth- s,

of the year, attended with no traveling or
hotel expenses, Judge Templetravelabout

miles and holdstwenty ormore courts,
and expends, in the meantime, for ids ex-

traordinary expenses, nearly one half his
salary. This is not only true of our Chan
cellor, but is likewise true of Cbanqcljor.
Smith, of the First, and Chuhcelor Trew- -
nut, ot tne Third Division, with the ex-

ception that the latter division lssomo
binuller. JWt do not know upon what
grounds is partisan assembly attempt
to defend this kind of legislation, hot wo
know that tho honest, reasonable men oH
East Tennessee will denounce it without
reference to party sympathies. While, in
sonu? of thowenlthfcrcoimtk-so- f SVet Ten-
nessee, there may be litlgatioi, Involving
greater landed or in"i ltd hitiri t , nev-

ertheless tho labor of diApodir: i f ehaii" -- )

ryorlaw busines in J'--s Tc-n- c is
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Is asdear and as much the heritage of our
plainJimTest EnstTciinesseoniountulnecrs,
as it is of the wealthy planters of West and
Middle Tennessee, and they will see to it,
we hope, that legislator! urc hcreiiftcr sent
to Nashville1? who will respect atfd recog-

nize such rights- - As we said a few days
ago, the county of Shelby, including its
law and criminal Judges, nnd its Chancel-
lors, has as many Judicial officers as all of
Kant TmnctKcc. Tills is unjust and unfair.
It is unfair in any way we look at it. It is
tho fruits of the legislation of this present
notoriously incompetent and partisan As-

sembly. Shelby county is tho heart of the
untcrrifled Democracy of the State, and
can have just such ' legislation as it de-

mands. ,
While wo have but one week of our Cir-

cuit Court in Knoxville, which is not suf-

ficient time to give the prisoners In our
jail a speedy trial, not to say anything of
the hundreds of civil actions pending.
Memphis has her three Circuit Courts and
three Judges, with courts always in session,
affording to her citizen speedy, but deliber-
ate, trials for all their causes. The differ-
ence is remarkable, and we ask our people
to think over it and demand a remedy.
We have had enough such miserable parti-
san local legislation, and should see to it
that wo send to Nashville a General As-

sembly that' will legislate for the interests
of the whole people, without regard to
their politics or location.

AN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM WANTED.

We cannot sufler the opportunity afforded
by the commencement exercises of our
University and the assembling of the
Teachers of East Tennessee, to pass, with-
out urging upon them, and the . 'friends of
education generally, the necessity of de-

vising some practical method of canvass-
ing and urging upon our legislators and
people the great necessity for a general
system of education. We do not care to
stop now and cavil with any one as to tho
special features of the system, but we want
some kind of a system now. Wc can well
afford to perfect the system In the future
when our particular wants are once devel-
oped. But we want, and must have, now,
some kind of a system which will reach
the masses of our people. No real friend
of education can fail tor see that we are
daily losing ground. Our people seem to
be too indifferent to this great subject.
They are not alive to their interests, and
the first Important consideration which
presents itself is, how can they bo reached
and aroused.

Our legislators and many of the most
influential ,men in the State seem to bo
uvcrsc to any educational system which
breaks do'wn this caste, wliieh seems Tho

securely enthroned in our public affair.
If we can once get tho people to interest
themselves in the matter, Wo can soon,
break down all opposition.

We do not here propose to discuss tho
merits of tho dill'crcut Systems. After we
get our thousands and tensof thousands
of poor children under the roofs of school
houses, with faithful and earnest teachers,
wo can afford to spend our time in improv-
ing and securing a more perfeet system.
We will now lie satistied with most any-
thing. All we want is to give the people
a year or two of the great benefits of a
general free school system, nnd' wo knowi
they will see to It that .tho-- e benefits are
continued and made greater. Wc hope to
see this matter earnestly discussed, and
something practical and prompt result
from tlte meetings now being held in our
nildst. We hope our citizens will give the
proper encouragement by their presence
and good counsels.

THE SCHOOL FUND.

The Domocraey have had very much to
say lately about the Radical school fund
corruption. When the General Assembly
first met, the Democrats appointed a com-
mittee to investigate this whole matter.
The committee have made a report, mak-
ing sweeping charges against tho Republi-
can party, lint tliciopurt does not go far
enough. Our Nashville letter,, which we
publish in 's edition of tiio Weekly,
gives a very full and clearstatemont of this
whole matter. In the sameconnvction, wo
publish to-da- y a letter from ScjintorBrown-low- ,

which in its statements, as far as they
go, agreo entirely with what wo have be
fore published. This Tennessee Democracy!
jsa very purer.') and honest (?) party. Till?1

facts "show conclusively that they have
stolen Stf,700,uX), the original principal .of
the school fuud, and yet they charge that
tho fund was stolen by Republicans. LeJ
the facts bo developed fully; gentlemen.'
Let us know wlicthe guilty parties are, as
you are now In authority and hayoall tho
opKrtunlties you desire. But wo fear we
shall not now have such an investigation.
Our Assembly are loo busy with their leg-

islation in ltohulf of the Wall afreet specu-
lators to give any time or attention to de-

veloping their old rascalities. Rut if this
Assembly really Inten'ds making good its
threats to invcstigale this corruption, let
them now do It or forever after hold their
peace.
' Joshua W. Owen, for killing JTolix Cof-fe- e

recently, at Brentwood, has been bound
over to the Circuit Court of Williamson
county, In tli' iin of $H,rm.

Tho aggregate taxable property of M- -
Minn county, for the year 1H70, UJ,8i .,
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THE PRESIDENT'S CUBAN MESSAGE.

The Democrats and tho fow enthusiastic
frle'nds of Cpba in the Eastern cities seem
to bo very much displeased with tho Presi-
dent's messagojon Cubant-nIIolr- We do
not think any one at all 'conversant with
the principles of International law will
question tho forco or the wisdom of the
President's arguments upon tho points in-

volved. We may all have our sympathies
with the Cubans struggling for indepen-
dence, and may wish, and even pray, for
their success, but such feelings should not
lead us to forgdt that the President, acting
for our Government, must lie controlled by
well established principles ofdaw, tcwhleh
he is in good faith pledged to 'adhere.
There has not yet been such a forco or gov-

ernment organized or maintained by the
Cubans ns would warrant the Administra-
tion in recognizing Cuba as n belligerent
power. Tliis is the only question to lie de-

termined. Until such a government is
maintained by the Cubans they have no
right to demand from our Government a
recognition as belligerents. The President
in ids position cannot be governed by his
impulses or sympathies; for upon his ac-

tion in the premises may depend a war
with Spain. It may do very well for Mr.
Banks and his Cuban friends to talk elo-

quently of a people nobly struggling for
liberty, and of the illiberal and tyrannous
policy of Spain; and such appeals may
touch the popular heart and provoke the
sympathies of our people, but such consid-
erations should have but little intluencu
upon tho President and his Cabinet in de-

termining tho policy of the Government,
when upon that policy depends tho pence
and welfare of the, country.

It has been charged by the personal aud
political enemies of the President that this
message Avas written by Hon. Caleb Cush-n- g.

It would certainly bo a compliment
to any state paper issued during tho last
half century to say that it was tho product
of such an eminent statesman anil profound
lawyer ; for no abler paper than lie writes
can he produced ; but it is enough in an-

swer to this charge to say that Mr. dish-
ing himself denies it. But Ave care not who
wrote it, for wc regard it as a wife and able
state paper, and it reflects credit upon the
judgment and statesmanship of the Presi-
dent.

REPUDIATION IN TENNESSEE.

The question of repudiation is one on
which honorable men everywhere feel sen-
sitive. The State that repudiates its hon-
est obligations receives a stain upon its
character which can never lie cfl'aced.
Honest men very correctly say that a State
is just as much bound to comply with its
contracts as are individuals. We believe a
hlrge majority ot the tax-paye- rs of Ten
nesseoarein favor of a strict compliance
with all obligation-- , heretofore assumed,
and are utterly averse to any policy look-
ing towards a dishonest repudiation of our

. .1.1,.. T T 1. lpuouc ueui. jio who nuvocaics sucn a
policy incurs the contempt of honest men
of all parties. The State that refuses to
pay its honest debts cannot, and will not,
by trusted. e honor and respect tho
name of Tennessee. She is our native
State. Our whole interest is here. Her
prosperity is our chief desire. If she is
disgraced, we, as one of her sons' incur to
8pnte extent tho odium attached to her
name.
' Having tlie.-- e views, we cannot but bo
opposed to every movement which, by
implication or otherwise, could be con-
strued into an intention on tho part of the
Legislature to precipitate such a policy
upon the people without their consent, and
contrary to their wishes.

We have already spoken through these
columns of tho action of our Legislature
in regard to certain railroad bonds. Repu
diation has been openly defended and en
dorsed by tho Legislature thus far. The
New Vorld World, a Democratic paper,
characterizes this matter as a ."schemo to
swindle tho public," brought about by in-

structions from Wnli street brokers to their
"tools" In the Tennessee Legislature.

But there is another scheme for repudia-
tion inaugurated by .the present Legisla-
ture, either deslgnedlyor from want of ca-

pacity to appreciate the situation, .which is
to our minds equally as alarming as their
action in regard to railroad bonds. We
allude to the rates of taxation at present
established. Tho funds realized under
'present (Jjutes will j rea i;hrl it o n-- h u 1 f of
the receipts of 'lnsT "year." Of This a large
atn'oilnt will lie paid in State Bank notes,
which will be of little service in meeting
tho current expenses of the State. The
result 3athut .the current fuud 4 received
will 'M discharge tho expenses'of the State
Govqrnmunt, to say nothing of the interest
on our large bonded debt. The actual es

of the State not'lielng provided for,
what Is to Vie done'in reference to the in
tercut on qui bonds, V k,m jirovislon to be
made for the payment of the interest duo
to our creditors? Under this state of af-
fairs, is not repudiation already inaugura-
ted ? No matter how able and Honest tho
Comptroller and Treasurer in charge ot our
tlnances may be, (and wo are pleased to
know thoy are eapableuul honest,) what
can they do toward ifchargingour honest
obligations without tho funds with which
to discharge them?

We would rejoice as much as any one to
see t.i heav :. rdi n of t.iXii.'H Made
light' i'. We a ii. d advocate iv i , n-

whlhwi'd r into taxation, a
name tliuv ov.le for iU 4 o m

t. tlx
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debts. Wc will purnuo any 'legitimate
course calculated to relieve tax-inyer- s.

But wp are opposed to incurring obliga
tions without making provisions to meet
thorn. Tho man who will Impose upon
his creditors, by borrowing money without
a probability of paying it back, is guilty of
downright dishonesty ; n State Is no less
Ki'ilty.

Tiie Legislature may not have meant
this reduction of taxes as tending in any
way towards repudiation. Possibly they
may havo thought that the rates establish-
ed would provide for all demands against
tho State. We would be pleased If such
were tho case. We trust it may be, but
well informed men do not look for it. If
our obligations can bo met with present
rates, wo say ainen to 'the action of tho
Legislature. But what right have we to
expect any great falling ofl'in tho expenses
of the State? The Genoral Assembly re-

mains for a long period engaged in bung-
ling legislation, and we do not look for any
reduction from that source. Neither can
we expect it from other sources to an ex-

tent equal to the reduction of our facilities
for meeting expesncs. We again say that
it may not have been so intended, hut it
smacks strongly of repudiation!

PARTISAN LEGISLATION.

We have made a calculation of the dis-

tance our Judge and Attorney General for
this Circuit must travel in order to attend
thd Courts they are now required to hold.
As we have heretofore stated, this present
Democratic General Assembly, in order to
elect a Judiciary of their own partisan
character, have added to this Third Judi
cial Circuit four new counties Anderson,
Morgan, Fentress and Cumberland. In
order to nttend all the Courts now in the
Circuit, our Judge and Attorney General
would be obliged to travel, each year, over
seven hundred miles by private Convey
ance and about i .iree hundred miles by
railroad and steamboat. This is a severe
tax upon them both physically and flnan
ciallv, and more than ought to be required
of any men with the amount of business
this Circuit aflbrds. East Tennessee, with
it limited facilities for travelling, is cut
out bV tho Legislature into immense Cir
cuits. We have thirty-liv- e counties in
East Tennessee divided into four Circuits,
or about ninocounties.to the Circuit, while
the other parts of tho State where they
have much greater facilities for travelling,
they have fifty-tw- o counties divided into
eleven Circuits, or four counties to tho
Circuit.

Rut in East Tennes-ee- , we are Republi
can and our Judges are of tho same per
suasion, so we get no favors from tho As
seinbly. Rut Shelby county Memphis
where Democracy unadulterated with a
single liberal idea is found, hew an many
Judges an all East Tcnncsnee. This one
county of West Tennessee, with a popu-
lation but twice that of Knox county, has
as many Judges in the law .Courts alone,
as the thirty-Jiv- e counties embraced in the
former Circuits of Jiast Tennessee. These
gentlemen Democratic Judges of Middle
and West Tennessee, attend their Courts in
four counties and draw their salaries regu-
larly, while .our East Tennessee Judges
have nine counties to look after, ride their
seven and ten hundred miles on horseback,
and the business of the Courts drag on year
after year to the great annoyance and vexa-
tion of litigants. In this county we are
now embarrassed and perplexed because
we can have but one week of Court, when
in fact wo have business enongh for ten
weeks.- - The difference is and we jvake
this explanation for our readers that our
politics, and the politics of our Judges,
don't suit this Assembly. If we lived in
the other divisions of the State, we might
fare better. Will tho honest people of this
Circuit not rebuke tho set of men who will
disregard all their interests and map out
new Circuits, to elect partisan Judges
Wc think they will, and wc ask them to
remember It in selecting their candidates
for the high and honorable position of
Judge, Attorney General and Chancellor.

HOW TO ELECT JUDGES.

The Democracy liavo talked loudly and
written fluently against a partisan Judicia-
ry. They have persistently proclaimed
against carrying politics Into the Judicial
election. In East Tennessee, wc were told
the people had enough of a partisan Judi-
ciary, and in tho coming election men, and
not party, was to be the test. Rut hardly
have these sounds escaped us before wo
have a call from "The Executive Commit-
tee," requesting the Domocraey to meet in
convention on the 4th .7 illy next, for the
purpose of nominating a Judge, Chancellor
and Attorney General. What consistency!
"The Executive Committee" propose to
organize victory or secure defeat. Tliev
are the gentlemen to fix up tho party tick-
et. They will nominate our Judges and
.Chancellors, and then, doubtless, see that
they are elected. Well, gentlemen, you
are competent to do most anything, wo
dare say; hut, unless we are very much
mistaken, you who havo determined to
make this a political race will And that the
people don't take to the lash so kindly.
You will flx up your ticket, and the people
wIlMl.V theirs, and we will see which suc-
ceeds.

( hold its flist Tobaoco on
.i nth ins, Tl. project was Instituted
y tnc R ); 1 of Ti me o that to y i, ond

.u-hi- jj.ia...siui.

This gontlcniah, wiViearn, Is u candidate
for to the position of Circuit
Judge in tho Fourth Judicial Circuit a
place he has filled In a creditable manner,
for several years., lie is one of tho gentle-
men legislated out of office, to make way
for a Judiciary not partisan (?) In its Charac-
ter. We have no doubt ho will be trium-
phantly elected, and that those who op- -

poso him on account of Ills devotion to the
government during tho late war, will suf
fer such a rebuke as they deserve. He has
the capacity to make a good Judge and the
honcstv and courage to discharge his
tluty.

GOV. BR0WNL0W AND GEN, MABRY.

Tt Is due to Gov. Brownlow, that we,
having been somewhat familiar with the
circumstances of Gen. Mabry's first elec-

tion to tho Presidency of the Knoxville
and Kentucky Railroad, should dissent
from the statement of Col. Baxter, in his
letter No. 0, wherein lie states that the
gentleman succeeded to the Presidency of
the road mentioned, through Gov. Brown-low- 's

friendship. As a State Director of
tho road at that time, appointed by Gov.
Brownlow, wc know of no appliances being
brought, to bear for the purpose of securing,
votes for Mabry. He certainly' never inti-

mated to us, that ho had any feelings on
tho subject, and other gentlemen, then in
tho Board, say that ho never attempted to
influence them. We think Col. Baxter
erred in his statement in tills respect.

THE NEW ATTORNEY GENERAL.

Tho Hon. Amos T. Akernian the succes-

sor of Judge Hoar as the Attorney General
of the United States lias been a prominent
lawyer and jurist of tiie State of Georgia.
He is a Lative of the State of New Hamp-
shire hut lias resided in Georgia something
over twenty years. Ho was a member of
the late Constitutional Convention of that
State, and his llnnness, ability and pru-

dence did much to bring about changes in
the Constitution which are universally
conceded to he marked improvements.
These changes are more noticeable in the
Judiciary article, which is understood to
meet the warm approbation of the bar
of the State. He is about Vi years old and
somewhat resembles in personal appear-
ance Alex. H. Stephens. Ho is the only
representative in the Cabinet from the
Southern States south of the Potomac.

Ix the United States, laboring men are
well paid, well-fe- d, well-cla- d, and in most
oi the Northern and Eastern States, have
unsurpassed facilities for acquiring a re-

spectable education fort their offspring.
Tho consequence is, they are independent,
happy, prosperous and contented. By
industry and economy, they may acquire
wealth, and enjoy, not only the necessities,
but the luxuries of life.

In England, the laboring classes arc
scantily paid, half-fe- d, half-cla- d, are igno-
rant, miserable, and arc regarded by their
masters as but little better than cattle, be-

ing always treated as inferior beings.
Free traders, who desire to open up our
markets to foreign countries without re-

strictions, would bring this pauper labor
in competition with our American me-

chanics, and place them in a condition as-

similating to that of English laborers.
He who opposes protection to our Ame-
rican industries, indirectly favors the
reduction of American laborers and me-

chanics to the same level with those of
England and other Eastern countries.

Wi: HAVi-- not litmrd much lately of a
practical character from our Board of Trade.
We luul hoped they would take vigorously
hold of some of the measures necssary to
encourage the manufacturing and business
interests of the city. We do not desire to
reflect any upon tho gentlemen comprising
the Roard, but we do think they aro not
meeting public expectations. We need
some such work as they aro competent to
do, and we have a right to demand it of
thorn. We camiot shut our eyes to tho
fact that wo need to make some efforts
very soon, and who can better begin and
direct these efforts than our Board of
Trade? Gentlemen, let us put our hands
to the plow, and work ! We will

with you, and do all wo can. You
represent the capital and husiuess talent of
the city, and upon you rests the prosperity
of our city.

SENATOR BROWNLOW.

The Athens Post, in speaking of Sena-
tor Rrownlow's letter published in the
CiinoNici.K, in referenco to the School
Fund robbery, lias tho following, which
will ho endorsed by all who personally
know the Senator:

"Woliavo noliedtationiniiavinffthiitwpnovpi'
believed tho Senator liimsnlf was a pecuniary
lipiioticinry in tho traiibaction uailor rcferonce.
Wo never thought he would stoal. So much
in n spirit of jmtico mill charity toward n man,
'.rjio, like otirself, will soon bo done with the
toil, struggle?, temptations mid petty ambitions
incident to tliij lower life."

AV. W. Cru.o, of Gap Creek, lias placed
us under obligations for a club of subscri-
bers for tho Wkkkly Cinto.vicm:.

Col. J. C. Parker, of Scott county, also
sends us u handsome chili for our weekly.
Every mail brings largo accessions to our
list.

Rev. Mr. Wyutt, of Ohio, inn accepted
a call to the Presbyterjau Church, at


